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THE OPERAQONS OF COMPANY L, ISTH INI‘TRY (8TH
'INFANTRY DIVISION) IN THE ATT&OK ON DUREN, GERMANY,
AFTER THE CROSSIKG OF THE ROER RIVER,

_ 23 ~ 26 FEBRUARY 1945
(RHINELAND CAMPAIOGN)
(Personal Experience of & Platoon Leader)

ORIENTATION'

INTRODUCTION

This monograph covers the operatlons of OOmpanv L,
lsth Infantry, 8th U. 8, Divislon in the attack on Duren,
Geamany after the~croasing of the ROER RIVER, 23~25 Febw-
ruary 1945, | ___. , | _

-In order to provide an- orientation, it is necesaary
_to briefly discuas the events priox» to this action.

The 8th U, S. Division prior to 7 February had had a
holding misslion along the west bank of the ROER RIVER, in
the vieinity of the HURTGEN FOREST, GERMANY. (1) on 7
Pebruary the 8th U. 8, Division, pursuant to qfdera from
~ VII Gorps, was relleved by the First U, . Division end
given the mission of relieving elements of the 104th U. S.
Division on the west bank of the ROER RIVER 1n the vicinity
of DUREN, (2) SRR

THE GENERAL SITUATION

The 13th Infantry relieved the 414th Infantry, 104th
U, 8. Division in the vicinity of GURZENICH, ROLSDORF end
DERICHSWEILER with the mission of preparing for crossing
“tha ROER'RIVER, and seizing the city of DUREN, and thg Corps

‘bridgehesd on or about 14 February 1945, (3) The plans for
(1) A=4 | o

(2) A=
. (5) A"G, j+ 44




& jump off on '14gebruary were abruptly alt,ed on 9 Feb-
fuary whan the Germans opened the gates of the SCHWANA-
MENAUEL DAM to the south o towards the source of the ROER
RIVER, (4) This created an impassable barrier, in the
15th Infantry sector, as the ROER RIVER which had been ford.
eble was now.a raging torrent, approximately 10 to 15 feet
deep, with a current speed of 10 ‘to 15 miles per hour. (5)
The creation of this men made barrier, while postponing the
scheduled attack, gave all U, S. units an opportunity for
development and practice in the art of river crossing, an
opportunity to continue the build up of supplies and eguip-
ment, an opportunity to further train any new replacements
and most important of all, an 6pportup1ty for detalled siudy
of mapa and the latest amerial photographs, as well as day-
light visusl reconnaissance of the western portion of DUREN,
(6) - |

| Supplies apd equipment to 1nclude supporting units
wera_poured into thils area so that the general area of
DERIGHSWEILER-GURZENICH resembled a rear area supply point
rather then a rese#ve battallon sector, all within mortar
range of the enemy., (7) |

Training in river crossings took plaqe,-however the
practice was on a small almost still-water creek, The equip-
ment used was standard engineer asseult boats operated by
engineer personnel. (8)
Intensive study of all maps and eerlel photographs was

done by &ll persomnel down to end including squad lesaders,

o {4) A=4

(5) A=6, p. 44

(6) Personal knowledge
(7) Perscnel knowledge
(8) Personel knowledge




Visual reconnaisgahcq over a.large_seotor o!ILUREN vas mede
by &ll personnel. (9) . | -

The 13th Infantry was, as were all units in this general
sector, committed, yet awaiting the drop in the ROER RIVER,
It hed the 1st Batﬁaiion deployed_1n'défensive.positiona in
‘ﬁhe town of ROLSDORF, along.the weétern banks of the ROER
'RIVER, The 2d end 3d Battallons were in DERICHSWEILER end
GURZENIGH reapeétively in asaembly areas awaiting "jump off"
day. This regiment hed the 104th U, S, Division on the left
and the 28th Infantry of 1ts own division on the right, (10)
| The 3d Battalion ﬁas billeted in the'town'of GURZENIGH’
with no tactical formaﬁion a8 use was béingrﬁade of sultable:
quarters along the one large maein street of this town, L
Company, the to be reserve compeny of the attéck, was well
set up in the most comfortable quarters to be found in 1its
section_of tom, _ - _ ’

 The plen for the 13th Infantry was for the 2d and 34
Battallona to aﬁtack,abneast thréugh the 18t Battallieon with .
the 24 Battalion on the right snd the 3d Battallon on the
left. (11) |

 The 13th Infantry was opposed by elements of the 12th
VOikagrenadiers; the 35634 Infantryjnivision and the 3634 In-
fantrf_Division. _(12)' o '

The combat efficiency and Esprit de Corps were very
high; as all tﬁoops'were reéted, well treined, fuliy equip-
ped and rearing to go., During the perilod QfVWaiting.for the
ROER RIVER to recede to normal the only combat reslized was

(9)  Personal knowledge
(10) A-6, p. 44

(11) A=6, De 44

(12) a-s’ *°




gome light mort‘a.r fire as well as p_rOpagantpleaflef;s
1ssuing the 8th U, S, Divislon an invitaetion to attempt
the river ocrossing, Thesé_rather then csuse any slarm
brought to mind "how 414 the Germens know who was walting
to cross" plus a'feelingrof.élight‘amusement. (13)

‘The enemy was well set defensively althouéh,the num-
bér of troopg apparently was not too great., It 18 be-
lleved thelr morele and efficiency was high as they had
‘their river, in addition.to a well dug-in set of defensive
_positions, prdtécted_by minefields, |

The terrain on both sides of the river was similar,
 flat with good footing, as tho spring thaw was sbout over
and the ground had partially dried out, However, armor, if
gnd when used would be required to stay on roads, The enemy
‘had the advantage of a more built up ares, and & slight ad-
vantage of long renge observation as the eastern side of
- DUREN was the commending ground in this area., The weather
was felr with vis1bllity well over 3000 yards elthough
-generallj overcast skies, (14)

Loglstical suppért for the offensive was excellent,
" despite the heavy mud in ﬁhe roads as well aslheavy rains
in emrly February. The improved weather after 15 February
assisted with the logistical problem so that no 1tems Were
.1n éhort supply. The enemy supply sltuation was known to
be-ppor.due to our Alp Force constantly bombing their supply
'dnmpg, roed nets and key railroad yards. Tﬁis bombing as

well as straffing further reduced the number of motor ve-

hicles they could muster to support any operation. (15)

(13) Personal knowledge
{(14) Personal knowledge
(15) . A~-4 ' :



'THE PLAN OF THE 3D BATTALION @

On 15 Pebruary the 3d Battalion in its assembly area
in GURZENICH hed the following plan of attack. Upon receipt
of.D-day'drders, it would jJump off from its line of depart;
ure, the west bank-bf the ROER RIVER, by use of engineex
rassault'boata end attack the city of DUREN, I and K Com-
panies_Weré to attack ebreast with K on the right and I on
the left followed by Battalion Hesdquarters, and L Company
1n'réservé. - The Heavy Weapons Company was, until'the‘bal~
ancé §f the batta1ion had croased'the river, to be in generall
support ﬁith both 1ts machine guns and 1te mortars. (18)

Gn 21 Febrﬁary the lohg awalted word for the attack
was.reoeived. Tﬁe scheduled time was to be 0330 hours on
23 February. The artillery preparations were to start at
0245 hours and were to be the heaviest artillery barrage ever
fired by the 8th Division Artillery. This barrage was to be
further intensifled by Gorpg and Army Artillery, plus all |
the mortars of the regiment. To give some plcture of the
intensity 60 mm mortars had only one target each, an area of
twenty-five square yards, as out of the target erea, would
have been over lapping fire with heavier weapéns. As &
further indicatlion Corps Artillery had by 2200 hours 23 Feb-
ruary fired 86,000 rounds, = {17)

THE PLAN OF COMPANY L

L Gompény as the battalion reserve, with the balance
-of the ba%talion, during the night of 1l February was to
move from its assembly area in GURZENICH, to final assembly
| It




was anticipated’hafc the first units would‘_ across the
river by 0400 hours, The plan for crossing was to be as
follows: 24 Platoon, 3d Platoon, Compeny Headquarters, lat
‘Platoon followed by the Weapons Platoon mimus the light
machine guns vwhich were with the two assaulting piateons.
The 60 mn mortars after taking their part in the initial

' bafrage were more or 1esa-inspructed‘to follow mlong as
thelr use was not anticipated. Needless to sa& all men hed
8ll the ammmunition they could carry, as all except those
members of crew served wespons had at 1east_thréé hand.
grensdes, a well filled belt plus two bandoleers of extra
amunition. L Company once ecross the river was to follow
I Company through the main part of town, whioh was on the
battalion 1eft flank. (18) |

PREPARATION FOR THE ATTACK

At 0245 hours the artillery preparation begen with a
deafenlng rosr as the a&tillery, D1vis1oﬁ, Corps and Army,
pius unit mortars started really ppuring thousands of shells
into the city of DUREN, This barrage fell on the east bank
of the river, on the water front builldings and thén further
“back into the'heart'of'the once proud German city. While
other units in this theater msy have had heavier fire, it
seems upon looking back impossible becsuse what had been .
& st11l night with the muffled noises of troéps moving,
suddenly and abruptly became a version of the Hell of a
Hollywood produced battlefield, (19)

(18) Personal knowledge
- (19) Personal knowledge



o NARRATTON ®

THE OROSSING OF THE ROER RIVER

' The hrﬁillerj lifted from the east bank and wate; front
bulldings at 0330 hours when the initial units of the 3d
‘;Battalibn, platoons of I and K Compenies, shoved off from

the west;bank of the ROER'BIVER in énginéar assault boats
_pawered.wiph'outboard'éngines. These motors were to have
been warmed up during-the preparation but many felled to
start, so the first wave saw some transported by power bost,
and some going écroas under the power of paddle wielded by
the infantry. German mortar and artillery fire reked the _
oast bank end the river, knocking'out'béats,_causing casual~
ties and geherglly ratsing havoc with our troops, (20) |

The first wave saw one officer per company, easch with
approximately helf of his platoon scross the river where_they
deployed into a few buiiﬁings on the river bank. (21) |

The return trip was e#an more disasteroﬁa to the
angineer'boats as practically ali.were elther swept down~
stresm where they either araéhed,intﬁ pilings of a knockedg:
out bridge, that formerly connected DUREN with ROLSDORF, or
were’aWéptrintd the sectof.of the 104th Division where many
men were réscued. This left the Small-firsﬁ wave the bridge~-
head for the 3d Battalion, 13th Infentry. (22)

_ During the balance of the morning, until daylight, oo~
stantly under heavy enemy fire, frantic efforts were made to
eross the ROER by the use of cablea stretched across the river

to gulde the few remaining assault boats. These experiments

(20) Personal knowledge
(21) Personal knowledge
(22) Peraonal knowledge




| h‘elped-‘ cross the balance of the platoon of .Gompany and ¢
almost e full platoon of K Compeny before EQQE werévknockod ;
out. (23) ' R

Daylight on 23 February saw these two small portions
of the battalion across end that's all, becsuse as Boon as
it weas da&light the fire'controilad.from observation points
‘made it all but impossible toropérate along the river,
Attempts were made to bridge.the river, but they proved
diéaatefous, a8 no one could, ﬁnder these conditions, acoonm-
pliéh any misslion, It'was during this time ILleuténant Colonel
Leonsrd 3. Wilhelm, Commander of the 3d Battalioh was killed,
(24) | o

- During the day of 23 February the units in DUREN were
forced to do the job intended for a'battalipn as no hélp
other then fire support oould be glven them., L Company, .
the balance of the battalion and all service units spent the
' day under a cover of smoke from 4.2 mm mortars, in getting
morexequipment ready to cross the river as soon a8 derkneas
 fell, One idea wes 1ntrod@ced of using a flying ferry oper-
'éting‘gn'a cable utilizing the fiver current as a means of
power, as an expedient,  (25)

As soon as darkness fell the operation of river cross-
ing started again to get troops across both by boat and by
the new method of @ flying ferry. This expedlent wcrked 80
‘well that by 2200 hours the 33 Battalion was on 1ts way.

The balence of I'and K Companies Were orossed to assist

their elements and to forge ashead in the attack on DUREN, (26)

(23) Personal knowledge
(24) Personal knowledge
(25) A-B; p. 44

(26) Peraonal knowledge
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These companies were followed by Battg!!on Headquarters
which set up 1ts Command Post in what was left of a bulilding
near the former main highway bridge into the oity. (27)

L Company still in battallon reserve crossed after the
Battalion Headquarters Group. As portions of 1t crossed the
river it gradually forﬁed & unit in a reserve ares ln rubble
" of buildings near the Battallion Command Post. Shortly artef L

Company crossed the VII Corps engineersa had completed con-
struction of a bridge into the city. Thls bridge was under
construction for over ten hours, a job which normélly would
have been qompleted in two or three, so severe was the accur-
ate shelling of this area. -

~ With the crossing of the entire battallon and the comple=~
‘tion of the bridge, just sbout twenty-four hours behind sche
edule, all wére set to really enter and clear the western sec-
tion of the clty and procede to the regimental objectlve, ﬁhe
railrosd running northwest to southeast on the eastern side of

the City of DUREN. (28)

THE CHANGE OF MISSION

\._ .-

The mission of L Company was soon altered as progress of )
both I and K Companies ﬁas slower than had been expected due
to greater sections of the city éontaining larger and larger
numbers bf delaylng positions as the higher ground away from .
‘the river was gpproached and the attack of the 2d Battalion onff
the right vefed away from the 38 Battallon's iine of attack. E
It is belleved much of this German troop strength was forced
into this sector by the 104th Division, on the left, which was

(27) Personal knowledge
~ (28) Personal knowledge

11



ahééd of the 1& Infantry ng_iment. | This.ompelled the bat-
talion commender to commit hils reserve leaving the battalion
only with a reserve'of portions of Headquarters Company.

L Company was committed between I and K Companies, to
enable K Gompany to awing to the right in the general direction
of thg 2d Battalion, and attempt to establish contasct with them.
(29)

THE ATTACK

L Oompany jolned the actual attack at 1300 hours on 24
February in the westefn third éf DUREN approaching the heart
of the once thrivingkpity of 30,000, The formation for the
attack was 24 wmiéﬁ;QPlatoons in assault, each with attached
machine guns, followed by the 3d Platoon, Compeny Headquarters
\and Weapdns Platoon minus 1ts machine guns,

lIn moﬁing up to occupy the area between I and K Compan-
ies, the 1lst Platoon was to receive its greatest casualtles
of the atteck. This entlire platoon sought cover from the ever
incoming artillery, in the entrance of what had been a large
school, when with Germen good luck, a very large shell, ap-
proximately 240mm, landed near the entrance, killing four men .
énd woﬁnding seven addltlional, ingluding one squad leader snd
two assistant squad leaders. |

The two assault platoons made thelr contect with I Com-
pany 6n the: Left and K on the right and started forward uhder
some light mortar fire, and some machins gun fire from bulld-
~ ings, quite a distance to the front; The orders were to clear

out the dbulldings as the unit progressed, so forward motion was

T§§) Personal knowledge
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- Very slow. The%uildings,' many of them me. éhells with cel-
Vlars, somehow standing up under tremendous pileé of rubble,
at first contained few 1f any Germans, and those quite willing
to surrender, but after sbout two blocks resistance stiffened.
-With streets as fiﬁal protective lines and entrances to fur-
ther penetration, slow progress slowed down even more. Each
_équad apd platoon started to really fight to gain ground.
 Artil1bry.supporting fires-ﬁére not of much sssistance, as
buildings.géve the enemy the necessary cover from fragﬁatatibn,
:so the'énly galn was by fire and movement, with good use being
mede of.hand grenades. (30) |

The 24 Platoon efter gaining sbout two blocks to the
business ﬁeart of the city was held up by one enamy machiné
gun, appsarently high up in a bullding to their front, firing.
~thru gaps in bulldings and between buildings. This fire al-
.though plunging, was accurate, as it accounted for one man
killed and three wounded. Finally ebout four men with & B,A-R
by use of rubble fof-cover, were able to flank this gun to find
them in a second story of a false'fronted building, and kill
two dle hard‘Germans; o |

‘The progress of the 3d Platoon continued to move along
slowly, as bullding after building was searched for enemy .
4 fow Germens were flushed out, some %o become more or less
.happy prisohefs of war, some to withdraw to the rear and some
" to be killed by hand grenades, which préceded the men 1htp
buildings. | |

The balance of L COmpany was following the assault pla-

-'toona in bounds, wilthout seeing any action of any kind, other

T30) " Personal knowledge
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- than the flpw t0" our rear of the prisoners.'rhe mortar sec-
tion go far, had not fired a.round other than in the original
preparation of the city. | -

This slow progress continued for the units on the left
énd on the right until late in the afternoon when K Company
oh the right, on a more or less exposed flank, recelved a
minor counterattack as they paused in a somewhat open area.
This became a serious fire fight for a few moments, until -
,artillery from the 8th Diﬁiaion, 41st Field-Artillery Battallon
landed squarely on the attacking Germans, causing numerous
casualties_énd-a hasty withdrawal, (31)

L Company's progress was speeded by direction of the bat-
talion commander who contected the three companies on line thru
the wire which each unit ﬁas leying as it moved forwgrd. It.

- was now about four o'clock in the afterncon of 24 Februsry with
reslastance quite light. 4As the platoons continued in the aé-
sault in coordination with the other units of the battalion,
the clearing of buildingé'became somewhat sketchy so that, we
.. learned later, Battalion Headquarters began to toke prisoners
' who realized thelr part of DUREN was de_finitelj in the hands
of the American forces,

.Wifh darkness rapidly approachlng, progress slowed down
as contaét and control were much reduced in a night with a
eloud covered sky. The same absence of light which hindered
our progress, favored the Germans, who wished to pull back
rather than face the assaulting wave ofrﬁmerican troops, 8o
even with slow movement forward, 1t was steady and block con-

suming. With the approach of dayllight L Company as well as

{31} Personal knowledge
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the adjucant urgs were approaching the ougdrts of DUREN
after a night of practically:no action. L Company hasd recieved
sporatic mortar and artillery fire but without observatilon, |
thls was merely harrassing, és no casusglties were received.

A few times, one or two Germens had manned sn automatic wea-
pon and fired a few bursts along the company front; however no
bne was killed and ohly three were wounded, Once'these burats
wére fired from a polht the gun would be plcked up, and moved
back, so in all but one case a search of the sres where 1t was
believed the ﬁiré came from was to no availl. (32)

The once case occurred in the 34 Platoon aresa, when one
squad was searching for the gun position, The squad had with
compiate sllence covered a large bullding, and sent two men in
as ah advanced group to start the search. These men walked
thru the meln entrance which faced to the left from the line
of attack when they rounded a hall and at the same time spoted
‘two Germens in the act of picking up a gun, It was a pleasure,
they said; as each man got a German, which completely removed,
this small plece of resistance. |

A8 day breask, 0600 neared, L Company still pushing for-
ward thru the graduaily thinning-portion of the clty, advanced
more rapldly. During this period one isoleted prisoner who
spoke gulte good English gave himself up to a member of the
2d Piatoon. He clalmed he had left his unlt in their with-
drawal to walt for us, as he hed enough of a losing war. This
prisoner stated that at about'0400, with the ﬁpproach of the
Americen forces, the balanée of the defenders of thils portion
of-DﬁREN had withdraswn to the town of MERZENICK, easf of the

(52) Personal knowledge
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clty. . .

The statement of the P W must have been accurate, be-
cause he was the last of the enemy seen by'Companf L. Aﬁ.this
, time progress of the adjacent units was alsoc satiafactory, as
all three units were on line, in-a'wide sweep thru the eastern
portlon of the city. | |

The end of'DUREN_proper, was reached sbout 0630, and from
there, to the regimental objecilve, was one smootnlclean sweep
with no .opposition. By 0700 on 256 February, I, K and L Com-
panies'stood on the finsgl ebjecﬁiva, the rallrosd around the
eagtern side of the city. (33}
| ‘To sum up the results of the operation: L Company, 3d
Battallon, l3th Infantry, sttacking twentyfour haurg behind
schedule after elements of the battalion established a small
1solated bridgehead, and after long preparationg which had
been hard and costly, dild clear and take itslrportion of DUREN,
land did assist in taking the regimental objective.

ANALYSTS AND CRITICISM

1. SUPPLY AND EVACUATION

The bulld up of all aupplies both as reserves, and for
use in the abttack was excellent except for the shortage of
engineer asssult equipment, nemely boats and outboard engines.
The small elements of I and K Qompanies were lsolated on a
far side of a river from thelr parent unit for over 14 hours,

partlally due to the lack of thls equlpment.

{33 TPersonal knowledge
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2. PROPAGANDA LEAFLETS (PSYCHOLOGICAL WAREAE)

The use of wesak férms of psychological warfére against -
troops that are well treined, egquipped and with high morale
is polntless. The German use of leaflets on the 13th Infantry
while in assembly areas on the western silde of the ROER RIVER
d1d nothing towards helping thelr case, except to cause wonder

regarding the counterintelligence of the American forces.

d. PREPARATION

The preparation and orientation-for the crossing of the
-ROER RIVER, was made in great detall, as' all studied both maps
and aerlal photographs, as well as vlisusl reconneissance, This
preparation requirement for any successful operation was well

accomplished, and would have paid off, had the rilver crossing

been more successful.

4, RIVER CROSSING

The érossing of the ROER RIVER In a plece meal fashion
should have been avolded, so that once the attack started all
elemenﬁs of a unit could have continued on their mission, The
training was conducted on a still water creek which could not
approach the proper and required level of troop training_for
success, Engineer troops should be trained extensively in the
proper care, maintenance and operation of outboard motors, if

they are to be used successfully.

5, FIELD EXPEDIENTS

After e delayed crossing the 3d Battallon of the 13th In-

17



maintain Operat,e wire communications., IM™a built up area
where the line of sight characteristics of some of the smaller
Infantry radios might cause them to fail, wire could well be

the only means available.

10. BYPASSING OF ENEMY

L

The City of DUREN was skimmed through in the éffort to
speed up the attack. This'is a calculatqirisk which could,
prove disasterous, if.ﬁoo large an area is bypassed. It proves
that at best, clty or town flghting to coﬁpletely clear the

area 1s slow, tedlous work, requiring large numbers of troops.
LESSONS

1. In any attack supply levels should be at thelr pesaks

A o i e AT S A Tl T T LT

to include_reserves particularly in technical equipment for

_speclal operatlons.

2. Psychological warfare to succeed should be used when
M

amrine-
A it e A kR

o ,t%ngggng;g at. a»dishinct%disadvantage to goln thelr worth,

R “:nﬁt-‘/
as indiscriminate use as an attempt to harrass, 1s without

value.

%, A thorough preparation and orlentation for all eche-

,....-umn--'-*-' e R e TR Y A B e e
[ ——— e, IR
s

1ons prior to an attack is e musg, both For morale and suc-
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cess in an operation.

4. Training in special operatlons must not be aimnlated

S R s et g, W

but- must be as close to actual needs or requirements a8 pos=
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slble to succesd,

5. The proper and prompt application of field expedients

sanerin Y
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g

can, when standerd trled and true methods fail, be the dif-
e
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ference bhoatweoen succesa or failure.
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6. The use of reserves in 1ine is a Qst if.‘ 8 situation

et e e ok s
sy A A R e SR

80 warrents, but the risk must be well calculated before hand.

7. Bmphesls on the baslc rules in treining cen not be
sfréssed‘tco frequently so that in combat they béccme'aecond
nature,

8. The use cf artillery weapcna is 11mited in built up .

_ areas, therefcra 8ll infantry should be taught thc true replace-

ment value of recollless weapons,

2 The use of wire communications in the attack ia to be
highly rmggrded, a8 it might well be the cnly quick means of

i ST
[

sommunications,

10. By-passing areas cr sectcrs where the _enemy might

R L e e T e R ettt A

be waiting is a caloulated risk, that must be %taken in cases

T

where lack of troops or time does not permit the complete

clearing of an area.
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